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(electric shocks) " is rained on this effete and bloated specimen,
the shocks themselves create nervous channels and arouse anew
the detenorated nature Is it not the shocks of adveisity and
not cotton wool protection that evolve tiue manhood ? "

We had thought that the terrible succession of blows
inflicted by the War had changed all that, but, no, the
errors of education still hold sway and we still have
amongst us the better-than-my-neighbour folk, whose
function, let us hope, is to administer the benefits of
adveisity to most of us What if parents and teachers in
their zeal misread the schedule of then duties, magnified
their office unduly and encroached upon the peisonality of
children ' It is not an environment that these want, a
set of artificial relations carefully constructed, but an
atmosphere which nobody has been at p.uns to constitute
It is there, about the child, his natural element, precisely
as the atmosphere of the earth is about us It is thrown
off, as it were, from persons and tilings, stirred by events,
sweetened by love, ventilated, kept in motion, by the regu-
lated action of common sense We* all know the natural
conditions under which a cliild should live, how he
shares household ways with his mother, romps with his
father, is teased by his biothers and petted by Ins sisters;
is taught by his tumbles , learns self-denial by the baby's
needs, the dehghtfulness of furniture by playing at
battle and siege with sofa and table; learns veneration
for the old by the visits ot his great- giandmother , how
to live with his equals by the chums he gathers? round him,
learns intimacy with animals fiom hib dog and cat,
delight in the fields where the buttercups grow and
greater delight in the blackberry hedges And, what
tempeied ' fusion of classes' is so effective as a child's
intimacy with his betters, and also with cook and house-
maid, blacksmith and joiner, with everybody who comes
in his way? Children have a genius for this sort of
general intimacy, a valuable pait of their education;